BANAIYAN TO THE SEA

and it penetrated Alan's eye and passed through his head
and buried itself to a half of its length in the wall of
the fort.

'And Alan, as he lay dying where he fell, looked up and
asked:

' "Dhib or Dhiyab ?" for an ' Alim had told him that one
of such a name would be his overcomes

'Said Dhiyab: "Dhiyab."

'Alan (with his last breath): "ufi al htsab" - the day of
reckoning.5

The night of ist-2nd February was raw and cold, and
I was awake before the Dawn call to prayer. The big moon
in the western sky dwarfed proud Jupiter, whose glory had
been unchallenged a fortnight earlier when she was young.
From the procession of constellations across the bright
tropical sky I had learned to know the hour. To-night were
first Regulus and the Sickle (also suffering like Jupiter from
a relative proximity to the Moon), then Spica and his
Spanker and so on to Scorpio, a magnificent constellation in
the east, with Venus to keep him company. I had watched
her sliding down his body these last few nights. At mid-
night I rose to take sights of Polaris, but found that the
adjustment of my sextant, a daily requirement after the
jolting of the march, had to-night passed finally beyond my
power to effect. My star observations (which I had carried
out in secrecy throughout) would have been prevented this
evening in any case by the presence of a Badu, whose form
silhouetted against the moonlit sky, now erect, now kneeling,
showed him to be at prayer - surely an act of supererogation
at this hour.

At dawn the eastern sky was awash in a sea of blood,
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